











ENGLISH PROJECT 


THE ADVENTURES OF A BLACK GIRL IN SEARCH OF GOD 


A play by Djanet Sears 
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1. INTRODUCTION : 
1.1. About the Dramatist: 





(Djanet Sears) 
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“The Adventures of a Black Girl in search of God’ is written by Canadian playwright ‘Djanet 
Sears’. Sears is a Toronto-Ontario based Playwright and was born in England in 1959. She is 
grant winning dramatist and chief and has a few acting selections surprisingly for both stage 
and screen. She has been granted the Stratford Festival's 2004 Timothy Findley Award, just as 
Canada's most noteworthy scholarly honour for emotional composition: the 1998 Governor 


General's Literary Award. (University of Toronto ) 


She has composed different plays to be specific Harlem Duet, Afrika Solo, Who Killed Katie 
Ross ,Double Trouble and The Adventures of a Black Girl looking for God. In 1989 she 
acquired public and worldwide consideration because of her work Afrika Solo which won the 
International Armstrong Award for Outstanding Radio Play, 1991 and Silver Prize at the 


International Radio Festival of New York. (University of Toronto ) 


Different distinctions got by Djanet Sears incorporate the 1998 Floyd S. Chalmers Canadian 
Play Award, the Martin Luther King Jr. Accomplishment Award, the Harry Jerome Award for 
Excellence in the Cultural Industries, and a Phenomenal Woman of the Arts Award. She has 


likewise won a Harry Jerome Award and a Phenomenal Woman of the Arts Award. 


"The Adventures of a Black Girl in Search of God' is her latest deals with stage was shortlisted 
for a 2004 Trillium Book Award and delighted in a six-month run in the fall/winter of 


2003/2004, as a feature of the Mirvish Productions Season. 


Djanet Sears is presently filling in as an educator at University of Toronto and the main thrust 
behind the Afra-Canadian Playwrights Festival, a festival of African diasporic composing for 
the Canadian stage, held in Toronto in 2003 and 2006. She is additionally the proof-reader of 
a two-volume assortment of African Canadian plays, Testifyin': Contemporary African 
Canadian Drama (2000), and Telling’ It Like It Is: A Compendium of African Canadian 
Monologues for Actors (2000).(University of Toronto ) 


12: Summary : 
The play begins with the chorus singing a melancholic melody as Rainey ( Lorraine Baldwin 


Johnson) enters the church staring at the heavens and pleading to God. 


“Oh God! Please, please, please, God! Oh, Jesus Please. Oh God. Oh God. Oh God !” 
(Sears) 


Rainey is mourning the loss of her only child Jannie who died due to meningitis. She blames 


herself for not being able to save her daughter even though she was a doctor. Rainey believes 
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she has not only failed as a mother but also as a doctor. Everything comes rushing to her as her 
daughter is being taken away for the funeral. Michael, her husband with whom her divorce is 
under process, tries to stop her but Rainey is so grief stricken that she pays no heed. The 
prologue comes to an end and Rainey is seen running out of the church separating from 


Michael. 


Abendigo who is a retired judge and Rainey’s father is on a mission to liberate the offensive 
handicrafts that portray black community in a derogatory sense. There are five elderly people 
including Abendigo who are a part of this mission named “the liberation of thoroughly 
seditious artifacts symbolizing the oppression of Africans”. However, apart from these 
stereotypical things, the black community is also under a threat of oppression because the name 
of ‘Negro Creek’ is being changed to ‘Moggie Road’. Abendigo is the leader of this covert 
whose major purpose is to not let the city council remove the history of black community. 
These people want to return the coat Juma Moore who was given the land of Negro Creek in 
the honour of his brave services towards military. So, these elderly people make a strategic 
plan to get their glory back and free black community from oppression. Abendigo has not told 
Rainey about the plan yet because they know she is not ready for anything. It has already been 


three years since her daughter passed away but she has not come in terms with the fact yet. 
“She has not set foot in hospital in three years” (Sears) 


Rainey is sitting by the stream. She has lost her child and also her faith in God. Michael and 
Rainey have to settle the divorce , divide Janie’s things and other important things before 
separating officially. Rainey keeps on delaying the division of Janie’s things because it is hard 
for her to look at her things. Rainey’s complete lost in faith leads her to work on a thesis titled 
‘The Death of God and Angels’. Michael’s and Rainey’s conversation leads her to know that 


her father is seeing a doctor. 


On her return to home, she bumps into something and finds out about the mission that 
Abendigo and others are working upon. This leads to an argument where Rainey tells them this 
deed of them despite being commendable is illegal and Abendigo being a judge should stop 
this. In the middle of the conversation, Abendigo collapses on the floor and on being taken to 
hospital Rainey and others find out that he had been suffering from a serious heart ailment 
since long. Dr. Radcliffe informs them that he has very little time. On Abendigo’ s insisting, 


he is taken home. 


























Abendigo has pre-planned everything for his departure from his coffin to his socks. Rainey 
does not want him to die, the fact that he’ll be dying soon is unacceptable for her. While 
Abendigo wants Rainey do organize his funeral in accordance to his wish, Rainey refuses as 


she is not ready for this. 


All these sad events in Rainey’s life led her to question God. Is taking away the people she 


loves a part of God’s plan? 
“It’s not that I don’t believe in God. The problem is.... I do” (Sears) 


Abendigo makes arrangements for liberation and makes sure that Rainey has no word about it 
due to her opposing the idea of liberation. Michael speaks to the people at the church that of 
the black community does not stand up for themselves and fight for their rights and calls them 


all to assemble for the march. 


Michael tries to convince Rainey to get done with settling upon Jannie’s things because it has 


already been three years. The guilt that she carries is so heavy that she cannot let it go. 


Abendigo and team are seen planning for the liberation mission. Rainey wants Abendigo to 
take rest but Abendigo is adamant on living his last days. Rainey threatens them that she’d call 


the police if Abendigo goes but they pay no heed. 


Abendigo, Michael, Ivy, Darese, Bert and Girlene go to the museum to liberate the craftworks 
and return the jacket. Rainey reaches the museum with the medicine and finally join the team. 
They look through the things and, in a trunk, they find ‘Juma Moore’s jacket’. As soon as they 
find this jacket , they move out of the museum and join the march . Abendigo tells them that 
Juma Moore’s jacket is a part of their land and a pride of the black community. His great 


grandmother gave away his life trying to save it. 


Meanwhile, Michael opens a piece of paper and informs Abendigo and others that Holland 
Township council has ordered to change the name of ‘ Moggie Road back to ‘Negro Creek’. 
Abendigo has finally achieved what he thrived for. He looks at the moon shining down the 


Negro Creek and breathes his final breath. 


Abendigo has found his peace. Michael is dressing him up for the funeral , Rainey gathers 
courage and finally decides to do it all by herself as her father wanted. Rainey goes out and 
gives an envelope to Michael and then they start talking about Janie after so many years. Rainey 


is finally over the guilt she put herself through all these years. She agrees to divide Janie’s 


























things. His last rites are done exactly how he had planned. Michael and Rainey bid farewell to 


Abendigo. The scene transits into epilogue with the chorus singing hymn : 
‘Abide with me’ 


Rainey is sitting by the creek. Abendigo is seen departing into water where he is greeted by 
souls. Rainey releases the dolls into the water body one by one and then places a morsel of 
earth in her mouth. Michael joins her and sit in silence where Rainey says Negro Creek is 


heaven where the land sings. 


Michael and Rainey hold each other after so long, they begin to sob and their love rekindles. 
The divorce papers fall into the water body and are completely devoured. The chorus fades 


into the back. 


1.3. Text and Age: 


The play ‘The Adventures of the Black Girl in search of God’ by ‘Djanet Sears’ takes place in 
the present time in the Township of Holland in Ontario, Canada. The play is written in the 


African-Canadian Style. 


The period beyond 1960s was the fiction period in the Canadian literature. Set in present time, 
the story ages back to a two-hundred years old black community. There are a lot of historical 


references throughout the play including the war of 1812. 


The Afra- Canadian play has been written in English with a few sentences in French. The text 
also contains biblical references as faith and faith-crisis is the major theme. The writing style 
is narrative. Throughout the play, the chorus sings hymns to set the stage and prepare the 


audience, the text used therein is in the poetic form . 


The text is divided into Acts. Act I begins with the prologue and Act II ends with the epilogue. 


The text written in modern age has a dramatic style. 


























2. CHARACTERS: 


The play had various characters. 


Rainey was the main character around whom the play revolved. Abendigo and Michael were 
the side characters who had strong impact on the play. The chorus and the members of LOTSA 


gang were the supporting characters. 


2.1. Rainey Baldwin Johnson: 





























Rainey Baldwin Johnson is the protagonist of the play and this play is about her journey of 


finding peace in life. 
e A guilty but loving mother : 


Rainey mourns the loss of her daughter throughout the play. The play begins with Rainey 
pleading to Jesus for the life of her child. 


“Our Father who art in heaven. Please. I beg you. Beg you.” (Sears) 


She blames that despite being a doctor she could not save her daughter from meningitis. She 
calls herself a failed doctor and a failed mother. Her motherly affection forms a great aspect of 


the play as it is after the death of Janie that she loses her faith. 
Even after three years of Jannie’s death, she does not move on. 


In the end, when she has finally accepted life, she speaks to Michael and tells her how she still 


feels Rainey in Negro Creek and this is all because of the affection and love. 
“ T do not believe in angels or anything, but sometimes I get a glimpse.” (Sears) 
e A caring daughter: 


Rainey is portrayed as a daughter who loves her father a lot and cares about him too much. 
When she comes to know about Abendigo’ s ailment, she is shattered. She cannot deal with 


another death . She tries every possible thing to cure the ailment. 
“There’s a brand-new mechanical device. That...” (Sears) 


She later accepts everything and when Abendigo dies, she herself prepares for his funeral, the 


way he wanted. 
e Agnostic: 


Rainey used to have faith in Lord. But when Martha (her mother) died, she started losing faith. 
This was when she decided to study medicine, so that she can actually save lives. With her 
daughter dying, she lost even the little faith she had. She even started studying PHD on thesis 


topic ‘ Religion and Science’. It was not easy for her to understand God’s plan. 
“Tt is not that I do not believe in God. The problem is... do” (Sears) 


e Escapist: 


























Rainey blames herself for Janie’s death. She does not want to accept her death and therefore 
does not attend the funeral. Her denial is the reason why she does not want Abendigo to die 


even when he himself is ready. 
“ Of course, I can do it . It’s just that I don’t want to do it.” 


She tries to escape the truth by her thesis and by challenging God. And this escapism is one of 


the reasons she loses herself . 


Rainey is the main character and throughout this adventure of hers , the readers and the 
audience see her grow. While she was an escapist in the beginning , she starts accepting life as 


the reality unfolds. 


22. Abendigo : 





Abendigo is Rainey’s father and a retired judge. His character forms the major portion of the 
play. 
e A determined and exemplary leader: 


Abendigo is the leader of LOTSA soap organization whose aim is to liberate items that oppress 
black community. He belongs to the black community that dated back to two hundred years. 
During the war of 1812, Juma Moore was given a jacket for his militia bravery, Abendigo’ s 
main purpose is to liberate this jacket. Another aim was to rename ‘Moggie Road’ back to 


‘Negro Creek’ as the name Negro Creek represented blacks. His determination to achieve this 
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goal was so strong that he did not let his ailment come in the way. He finally closes his eyes 


only after all these aims are achieved. 
e A lover: 


The readers discover Ivy’s and Abendigo’ s love affair towards the end of Abendigo’ s life. 
He was a caring lover . He loved Ivy but his respect for his relationship with the woman who 


mothered his child did not let him confess his feelings. 
e A realistic and lively person: 


Abendigo knew he would die soon because of the disease he had in his heart. He wanted to 
face death fearlessly for he knew it is inevitable. He did not want to rest during his last days 
but live the life out of them. While his daughter was looking for ways that could cure him, 
Abendigo already had planned things for his cremation from socks to coffin. He died looking 


at the moon in Negro Creek and let his body cremated facing Negro Creek. 


“Tam resting now, Rain. Look at the woods. Look at the sky. Just look at the moon shining 


down on the Negro Creek.” 


Abendigo’ s strong determination, his look towards life and his patriotism towards his 


community make his character the strongest in the play. 


2.3. Michael : 





Michael was Rainey’s husband with whom she was getting separated. Michael was a Pastor at 


Church and a lot of people admired him. 


























e A believer of God: 


Michael was a pastor. He had his faith intact in Lord. He believed that God has a plan for 
everything and it is his plans because of which the events take place. He questions Rainey’s 
faith that one event shall not shake the faith one has in lord. The bible teaches us to pray. 


Sufferings are a part of growth. 


J 


“We only grow through our suffering. He has a plan.’ 
e A caring friend: 


Despite Rainey and Michael getting divorced, Michael does not stop caring for Rainey as a 
friend. It is his friendship and affection towards Rainey that he understands that she needs time 
to accept the truth and he constantly reminds her that she is not to blame for events that 


happened in her life. 


J 


“Yes, Rainey. Yes, you were a wonderful mother.’ 


Besides, these Michael was a kind and helpful person who not only helped Abendigo in his 
plan of freeing the jacket but also helped Rainey in his last rites. His respectful and tactful 


characteristic make him a major attraction of the readers. 


2.4. Members of The LOTSA Soap Van : 





LOTSA Soap Van was the organization that was on a mission to liberate the art crafts that 


suppressed the black community . Abendigo was their leader. The members were Ivy, Bert, 
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Girlene and Darese. All of them were so hard-working and determined to work for the mission 


in order to save the oppression of the black community. 


It is their determination that they all brought success to the mission and ‘Moggie Road’ was 
renamed back as ‘Negro Creek.’ All of them play a wonderful supporting cast and keep the 


readers engaged. 


3. SETTINGS, SYMBOLS, MOTIFS AND THEMES: 


3.1. Setting: 
The play is set in the Negro Creek and the circumstance is available. Settled watchfully at the 
establishment of the projection what isolates the waters of Georgian Bay and Lake Human, 
there lives a little and generally secret domain of the family members of African officials. The 
African fighters who battled in 1812 were the progenitors of individuals who dwell in Negro 


Creek in present occasions. (Sears) 


The spot was named 'Negro Creek’ by the officers who were primarily gotten away from slaves 
and free people of colour who battled valiantly and liberated themselves from the captivation 
of United States. All through the play, verifiable references to the conflict is made as these 
structure a significant piece of the present-day activities of freeing crafted works, coat and the 


name of 'Negro Creek’. (Bhatt) 


The setting is around there so Rainey Baldwin can follow her family directly back to those 
African officials. She was raised on this soil, and she swears that real consistently a dewy 


morning , she can almost hear Negro Creek sing. 


3.2. Symbols : 
e Wrapped Cloth : 


In the prologue, Rainey is seen carrying a cloth in her arms in which she wrapped her child 


who was dying. This cloth symbolizes the tender love and warmth, a mother has for her child. 


On the other hand, the wrapped cloth symbolizes how we often tend to hide our emotions as 


we try to escape reality. 


e Handicrafts in museum : 
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The mission of LOTSA soap gang is to liberate the handicrafts from the museums. These 
handicrafts are kept in trunks of museums which symbolizes how the black were oppressed. 
These things are stolen from museum by the gang so that this liberation revolution helps in 


voicing against the oppression that black community faced. 
e Juma Moore’s Jacket: 


Back during the war time, Juma Moore was a brave soldier who excelled in militia. Abendigo’ 
s great grandmother gave up her life protecting his jacket. Abendigo almost gave away his life. 
This jacket symbolizes the bravery of blacks who fought against oppression. The struggle over 
generations to keep the honour of the jacket maintained signifies the respect the people had for 


Juma Moore and his bravery. 
e Divorce Papers: 


In the prologue, we see that Rainey and Michael were married to each other but they were 
getting separated. For this, they had the divorce papers ready but they did not sign them. These 
papers hold importance because they would officially separate the two. In the end, when Rainey 
has accepted the truth of life and has found her purpose, the divorce papers get destroyed, this 


symbolizes how the universe unfolds events as it should. 
e Dolls: 


In the epilogue, Rainey is seen putting the dolls in water one by one. These dolls belonged to 
her daughter whom she loved so much and chose death she could not accept. After Abendigo’ 
s death, Rainey accepts life and death. This act of hers symbolizes the act of letting go. After 


accepting the loss, letting go off becomes a must. 
e Moon Shining over the Negro Creek: 


After liberating the jacket and other things, all of them move out of the museum where Michael 
breaks the news that Negro Creek has got its name back . Abendigo who was suffering from a 
heart ailment and living the last days of his life, he was waiting for this victory. When they are 
all returning home, he points out at how beautifully the moon shines over the Negro Creek. 
The ‘shining of the moon’ symbolizes hope and faith that how their bravery brought them a 
ray of hope which got their glory back and that hope will shine upon them always. 
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3.3. Motifs: 
e Negro-Creek: 


The play is set in Ontario, Canada. Negro Creek is the street that symbolized the bravery of 
those black people who escaped slavery and returned with glory from the captivation of the 
United States Army. In the play, we see that the township of Holland has changed the name of 
‘Negro Creek’ to ‘Moggie Road’ for European people. This act of theirs symbolizes oppression 


and derogation of black community and their long glory. 


Negro Creek and the events which follow including the march, liberation symbolize the passion 


of black community to save the long-lost heritage. 


When Abendigo tells Rainey that he will decay in Negro Creek and will come back to Negro 


Creek through plants or cow or anything, this symbolizes the journey of soul after death. 


Throughout the play, the oppression of black community has been shown symbolically by the 


reference of Negro Creek and Juna Moore’s jacket, making it an important motif. 
e Church : 


As the title suggests, the play is about adventures of Rainey in search of God. The epilogue 
begins in church. The church is the place where they feel a connection to God. This church also 
dates back to the war of 1812 and holds a historical significance besides the religious aspect. 
When Janie dies, Rainey comes to the church running for she knows that church is the place 
where she can communicate to God. Church symbolizes the connection between mortals and 


Jesus. 
e Stream: 


Rainey goes and sits by the stream many times in the play when she feels sad and disheartened. 
In the end, she places the dolls that belonged to her daughter in the stream. In the same stream, 
the divorce papers fall while Rainey and Michael bathe in love. This stream symbolizes the act 


of letting go with the flow of water. 


3.4. Themes: 


There are multiple themes in the play ‘The Adventures of a Black Girl in search of God’. 


e§ Crisis of Faith: 
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Rainey who loses her mother at a small age detaches her faith from God and decides to study 
science to save lives. When she grows up and marries Michael, all her children die and Janie 
is the only one who survives but later succumbs to meningitis. (Bhatt)AIl these events in her 


life shake her faith and she questions the existence of God at all points of her life? 
This crisis of faith Rainey faces throughout the play is one of the central themes of the play. 
e Acceptance of death and dying : 


While one character has plans for funeral, the other has not moved on from a death that took 


place three years ago. With this, Sears has depicted the theme of acceptance of death and dying. 


Rainey is neither ready for the death of Abendigo nor has she moved on from her daughter’s 
death. Death is the bitter truth of life which is very difficult to accept. It is the death of our 
loved ones that hurts us more. Not accepting death often leads to a loop to hollowness where 
we lose ourselves. The same happened with Rainey, in her denial she lost herself. While 
Abendigo knew of his near death and instead of trying to escape it , he gladly accepted it. He 
chose to live fully in his last days and died a peaceful death. 


e Justice vs the Law: 


Rainey asks Abendigo that how can he allow such mischief himself being a retired judge for 
the act of liberation is condemnable but illegal. When Abendigo and his kindred crusaders 
eliminate the bigoted curios from public and private property, they become criminals. Their 
mission, notwithstanding, is established in ethical quality — a dissent against the bigotry being 
propagated all through their local area. Activism and the fought for common and basic liberties 
has a long history of individuals violating the law in quest for moral equity, when lawful equity 


bombs them. (Bhatt) 


Justice and Law are opposite to each other. This theme sets out that some times what is illegal 


is just and what is legal is unjust. 
e Racism and Cultural Defamation: 


This Afra- Canadian play depicts a theme where racism and cultural defamation are depicted. 
The community dates back to the two hundred years. Black community is still oppressed and 
looked does by the European settlers. Racism is the crusade at Abendigo’ s heart, he served a 
long and distinct tenure as a judge but was reduced to a black. The town handicrafts used to 


defame the black community shows the prevalent Racism. 
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e Preservation of Heritage: 


Abendigo ‘s final mission embraces is the recovery of a military uniform worn by his great- 
grandfather, Juma Moore level of hazard expected demonstrates how significant it is for 
Abendigo to possess this piece of his family ancestry. !is subject is tended to on a marginally 
bigger scope with the gathering additionally fighting the changing of the name of a nearby 


street to one which would eradicate its African legacy. (Bhatt) 
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4. EXPOSITION : 
Djanet Sears attended a theatrical play in West Afrika which left her breathless and a lot of 
aspects of the play intrigued her a lot from music to setting . She learnt from the play and 


worked on embracing her own style of writing African plays. 


Sears wrote that we are all poised around our tree of life which grows, breathes, and sustains 
from the world around it. We face extremes situations on our own and sometimes there is no 
sign of God during such situations. She questions the existence of God during the atrocities 


committed on people? (Sears) 


“Where was God during the atrocities of slavery?... Where was God on September 11, 
2001?” 


In quest of answers to her questions, she began writing a play which grew out to be connected 
to personal events in her life. At this time, she came across George Bernard Shaw’s short play 
‘ The Adventures of a Black Girl in her search of God’. She related to the title on a whole 
different level. She knew this is going to be her story and she adapted the title and gave it to 


the play she wrote. 


‘The Adventures of a black girl in search of God’ is rooted in Afrika and the old African culture 
is portrayed through characters. The significance of African culture in America is showcased. 
Even though there were attempts to eradicate the culture , they stood strong against everything 


and thrived. 


The play is a work of fiction that makes historical references to real life events , some of which 
are still prevalent. A major portion of the play is centred around the war of 1812 .Even after 
the abolishment of slavery, racism continued in Canada and black people were looked down 
by the White supremacist who tried to change the name of their heritage land and eradicate the 
glorious history. The black community fought to preserve the history and the claim of Negro 


Creek was settled in good faith in favour of the black community. 


The play is knowingly set in Negro Creek which is an accurate historical place for black 
community through this the play examines the lives of descendants of the Black militia 


members, their relationship to Earth and their approach in acceptance of death and dying . 
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5. CRITICAL APPRAISAL : 
Djanet Sears is an award-winning playwright who has received appraisal from various critics 
for her work. She is an African playwright and through her plays she has displayed the tradition 
of the black community, the atrocities they faced throughout the slavery and the ones they still 
face. This practice is common with many black writers who use art to give out the message to 


the world. 


All three plays ‘The Adventures of a Black Girl in search of God’, ‘Harlem Duet’ and ‘ Africa 
Solo’ have the theme of racism is common. Sears has described the life- style and struggle of 
the black community who face internalised racism due to their colour. The intricacies of 
crossing characters of race, and sex are focal subjects in her works, just as incorporation of 
melodies, mood, and themes formed from West-African practices .She brings out how despite 


all the attempts of eradication, the black community continues to preserve the heritage. 


‘The Adventures of a Black Girl in search of God’ by Djanet Sears is a powerful play which 
gives out the message of triumph. Sears weaves her imagination beautifully and bring it out 
through powerful characters. Each character has a powerful stance in the play and is best in its 
own. The setting used by Sears is amazing as it gathers the attention of readers through the 


movement of chorus throughout. (htt) 


The imagery used is so powerful that when Abendigo talks about the shining moonlight, the 
readers feel it too. The literary devices used play an important role in making the play 
impactful. Another instance is when Rainey and Michael sob together when they bathe in love, 


the emotions wrapped in the scene are beyond description. 


Rainey’s search for God is her search for herself. During the faith crisis, she loses herself. She 
loses the will to love, the will to accept and the will to live. The alternate title of the play as 


suggested by a few critics could be ‘The Adventures of a Black Girl in search of herself? . 


Throughout the play, we see Rainey grow . In the end, she finds herself when she accepts the 
happenings around her and let go off the past. This is when she has completed her adventure 


in search of God. 


For when one finds its true self , one finds God! 
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